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B u i l t  about 1755, Abingdon Parish Church i s  a one-story s t ruc ture  b u i l t  
on a Latin cross  plan with gable roof, pedimented gable ends, and 
modillioned cornice. The brickwork is l a id  i n  Flemish bond with glazed 
headers above and below the beveled watertable. The three or ig ina l  
doorways on the west, north, and south a r e  framed by rubbed and molded 
brick designs, the north and south doorways having a t r iangular  pediment 
and the main west entrance having a segmental arched pediment crowning 
the semicircular arched door opening below. Each of the arms of the 
cross  has a s ingle  bay except the nave or  west a& which has two bays; 
the windows have rubbed brick arches which a re  cu t  t o  allow for  the 
wooden keystones i n  the window framing. Much of the sash is or iginal .  

The in t e r io r  of Abingdon Parish Church is dominated by a large reredos 
about f i f t een  f e e t  wide and sevepteen f ee t  high; i t  is presently located 
on a pa r t i t i on  wall  added i n  1897 that  cuts  off  the chancel. The wooden 
reredos, portions of which may be colonial ,  cons is t s  of a broken pediment 
with a pineapple s e t  upon an urn a t  the center ;  the pediment r e s t s  on 
four f luted p i l a s t e r s  between which a re  the tab le t s .  Although the pews 
i n  the two transept g a l l e r i e s  a r e  or iginal ,  the other pews a r e  modem. 
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Abingdon Parish was established about 1655 to  serve the southeastern 
par t  of Gloucester County, formed i n  1651. The present church i s  
the second t o  bear the name; the f i r s t  church was located near the 
present one, begun i n  1754. The church was inact ive i n  the early-1800's. 
perhaps a s  a r e s u l t  of the Disestablishment, and the Methodists seem 
to  have used the building from 1818 to  1833. Anglican worship, however, 
was restored in  1826, and the church was repaired i n  1841. The in t e r io r  
was badly damaged by Federal troops during the C iv i l  War, and the 
repairs  made about 1868 included new pews, f loors  f o r  the a i s l e s ,  a 
new pulp i t ,  and a vesting room occupying the e n t i r e  chancel. Further 
repairs  were made i n  1897, and some redecoration and repanell ing were 
done i n  1950. 

I n  s p i t e  of the i n t e r i o r  changes, Abingdon Church r e t a in s  i t s  beautiful  
ex te r ior  propor.tions and superb brickwork, and these a s s e t s ,  combined 
with its s e t t i n g  i n  a grove of walnut t rees ,  make i t  one of the most 
appealing colonial  churches i n  America. 
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